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CHRIST THE CENTRE. 


This momber of the Bulletin goes 
out when preparations are being made 
for the week of Evangeliem. This 
method of celebrating the China New 
Year was inaugurated some years ago 
and every year since, suggestions and 
tracts have been issued in order to 
help in effective evangelistic work at 
this season. It has proved a fine 
opportunity for united work when 
Christians of «11 groups and opinions 
have been able to unite in the one 
supreme task of presenting Christ to 
wey non-Christian >eighbours. There 

never a time whe) this presenta- 
tion was more needed than today and 
we earnestly hope that the Gospel 
may be brought as a living power into 
the lives of very many during the 
week of united effort. 


While the need is as great as ever 
‘there are certainly sections of the 
country where the methods must be 
adapted to meet the present situation. 
The conference on evangelism of re- 
presentatives from city federations 
recently convened by the National 
Christian Council felt clear that public 
meetings.of the usual type might have 
to give place to quieter and more per- 
sonal methods this year at any rate 
in some places. The gathering of large 
members may only act as an irritant 
where an active anti-Christian pro- 
paganda is at work. We need to 
consider whether other methods may 
be no less effective in certain cases. 


The Christian way of meeting such 
a situation is\surely to find in it what 
will help us the better to do God’s 
will. Two thoughts may be passed on 
here. 
of collecting large audiences to listen 


In the first place the difficulty 


to eloquent sermons may cause us to 
concentrate on the method of persona! 
evangelism. This is harder work, it 
involves on the part of a pastor patient 
preparation of others rather than doing, 
everything himself, it calls for a 
sympathy and tact and devotion to a 
degree not so obviously necessary in 
addressing public gatherings. But it 
brings a great reward if it serves to 
develop a sense of personal respon- 
sibility throughout the Church. 
Scarcely anything ‘s more needed today 
than the enlistment of every member 
in the active work of the church. 
Gannot the week of evangelism be 
made the occasion for such an enlist- 
ment? Ifthe pastor begins with an 
“every member canvass’ he will! dis- 
cover many things about the con- 
gregation. From him they ought to 
catch the enthusiasm for evangelism. 
Have we got that infectious joy in the 
Lord and His salvation which will 
make such personal contacts a means 
of leading others into this service? 
Perhaps the second- consideratio 

may help us to face the first orobledl 
with greater hope and a surer know- 
ledge of what is before us. Dif- 
ficulties in public evangelism may be 
made the occasion for asking afresh 
**\What is the evangel?’’ Most of those 
who read this article could answer 
that question at once, using an oft- 
used text, a pointed illustration, 
something out of their own experience 
which helps others to realize the power 
of the Gospel to change a man’s life. 
These answers which spring readily to 
our lips are not to be set aside as out- 
of-date They have had and still have 
their But we need to ask 
ourse! ‘“‘Why has this 
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text, illustration or experience 80 much 
force? Can we bring out the same essen- 
tial truths in new ways? Is there any 
danger of getting stale when we 
repeat even the deepest truths again 
and again? Have thev lost any of 
their power for ourselves? Do they 
Come out of a past which is a true 
part of our experience but today 
remembered rather than re-liyved?” 


Whenever we think deeply about 
the Gospel we come bac x to the simple 
yet tremendous fact that the Christian 
Gospel is a Person—Jesus Christ 
Himself. In the last resort it is wnat 
He is which gives us a right to stand 
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before people as Christian ministers 
or even as Christians, which sends us 
forth as missionaries, which creates 
the evangel. “What He said is of the 
deepest possible significance, that 
teaching contains the quintessence 
of truth; but He is the Truth. The 
records show us the way whereby 
men may approach to God and claim 
forgiveness for their sins; but He is 
the Way. What he did for men by 
His life and still more by His death 
and resurrection opens to us the gate 
to life, the amazing story must ever 
be on our lips; but He is the Life. 


Nany will have read Stanley Jones’ 
little volume ““The Christ of the 
Indian Road’’, a striking record of 
how a man came to concentrate his 


message on the personality of Christ . 


and the magnificent results of that 
voncentration. Not our theories about 
Him, not the Churches’ presentation 
of Him, but He Himself must ever be 
the centre of our Gospel. Herein lies 
the promise of success the one sure 
hope of victory. Stanley Jones tells 
us of an earnest Hindu to whom he 
addressed the old question, “* What 
think ye of Christ?” “‘He thought- 
fally—qnewar— is no one 
else who is seriously bidding for the 
heart of the world except Jesus 
Christ. There is no one else on the 
field”. 

This is true of China. There is no 
one else who can hope to win and 
hold the affection and loyalty of al! 
the people of China. China has had 
great men in the past and let us hope 


. will have great leaders in the future. 


Yet no leader can stand beside Jesus 
of Nazareth. Among all the great 
men produced in all ages and all coun. 
tries, He stands still the Unrivalled. 


Truly man as He is, yet Jesus Christ 
cannot be brought down to the merely 
human level. Age after age has 
studied His life, wave after wave of 
criticism has beaten upon it. But 
today it stands supreme and the only 
thing we can say of Him that is 
adequate is what the first disciples 
said, “Thou aré the Christ, the Son of 
the livi ing God’’, to bow with Thomas 
and confess, “My Lord and my 
God’’. Again and again He breaks 
freshly into our hearts and minds 
and as we gaze upon Him we find 


springing to our lips the words “He 


A 


‘Said, 


that has seen me has green the 
Father’. As a recent writer «says, 
‘‘I confees that not a little advanced 
criticism of the _Gospel narrative 
repels me as a man and irritates me 
as a critic, by its assumption that 
Jesus was an ordinary sort of a man. 
Criticism of this kind seems never to 
pause to think the obvious thought 
that if Jesus bad been an ordinary 
sort of man, it would not now nine- 
teen hundred years after His death, 
be striving to prove that He was’’. 


The centre of the preaching must 
be Jesus. We do not need to set up 
elaborate arguments about Christ. 
We need to unveil Him by our 
words and yet more by our acts. 
If we do this He will speak to 
the hearts of men so that they 
will be fain to confess that God who 
“Let light shine out of dark- 
ness,’’ has shined in their “hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ’. To the devout non-Christian 
who’asked Stanley Jones “What have 
you in your religion that we haven't 
in ours?” the reply was civen, “Shall 
I tell. you in a word? You hare no 
Christ.’’ If we learn to concentrate 
more fearlessly just here the weck 
evangelism will surely be more fruitfu 
this year than ever before. 


H. T. H, 


THE CALL 


|. The Main Emphasis 


As readers of the Bulletin are aware 
fhe Nationa! Christian Council at ite 
annual meeting issued a ‘‘Call to 
Those Who Seek Christ’s Way of 
Life’. This Call was intended to 
throw emphasis upon the central 
things in our Christian message. It 
was not the summons to take up a 
specific program of activities. It was 
the outcome of a fresh vition of God 
in Christ and the response to what 
the members of the Council felt to be 
His voice, calling us forward. Each 
person who receives this Call and 
reads it carefully will no doubt do 


some thinking for himself a» »o what 
it really means. As the bution 
of one who has been ° ‘hink 


freshly in regard to his own duty in 
the light of this Call, the following 
points are offered to readers of the 
Bulletin at least to stimulate further 
thought. and action. Shall we not 
each try to answer the question: 


What Does the Call Really 
Mean? 


1. The call involves a review of our 
lives, our relation with others, our work 
and our corporate activities with this 
question ever in mind, *’ Do these express 
the Way of Christ?”’ 


We see one central thought which 
should regulate every field of work 
and every relationship. In Christ is 
revealed God’s Way for human life 


and relationships. The one thing _ 


about Christianity which is: entirely 
original and distinctive is Christ 
Himeelf. If we are not so living that 
He stands out as the supreme figure, 
that His Way is made clear to men, 
something is wrong somewhere. We 
have to ask ourselves afresh why does 
Christendom, the Church, my life veil 
the Christ whom we ex 

the world? 
amination sheuld lead us to ma 

changes in ous way of life and in ou 
work. The one object of everythi 
we do as a Christian group must be to 
let Christ speak for Himself to the 
people of China. The conviction 
which lies behind the call is that if 
He can but do so the people will . 
recognize Him and tarn to Him. 


Il. The call involves a fresh examina- 
tion into what the Way of Christ actually 
—in terms of life to-day. 


The first point is somewhat vague 
until we have done more , concrete 
thinking. ‘The present “situation 
facing the Church in China is full of 
challenge. What does the Christ-way 
mean in relation to all this? The 
social life is rapidly changing, fami 
life is threatened. What does Christ’s 
Way mean here? Great economic 
transformations are taking place, new 
industrial problems arise, labour 
unions and class rivalry are coming to 
China. What does Christ’s Way 
mean here? As the national life ex- 
presses itself in new ways, as interna- 


~ tional difficulties call for solution, 


grave moral issues are involved. 


‘ 
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Where does Christ eome in these 
fields of human activity? These 
problems must be faced for China by 
Chinese Christians and they need 


united thinking and a spirit of prayer 


and humility combined with a 


determination to push through to the 


anewer. 


Such problems as these drive us 
back to a deeper question. What does 
Christ’s Way mean for my life? He 
lived a short life long ago that has 
mov ll mankind. By what power 
did he live it? Can I live the Chriset- 
life? Do the same values which I see 
in His life possess and mould me? No 
doubt we al! have much to learn when 
we push this enquiry home to our 
personal lives and our relationship to 
our brethren. In addition then to the 
process of revaluation of work we need 
to press for a new discevery of the 
truth as revealed in Christ. 


IiI. The call involves a fresh and 
more passionate commitment to Chriat on 
the part of individual and Christian 
group alike. 


The processes described fa!l short 
unless the will to follow Christ is 
active and controlling our whole life. 
In political circles we find intensity 
of life, a passionate love of country, 
which puts to shame thove of us who 
profess to follow Christ not lees eager- 
ly. In Chriet there isa meaning of 
good for China greater than any 
merely political or social programme 
can offer. But thie good th'ng will 
not reach China unless through those 
who believe intensely and care 
tremendously that the good be shared 
by all. This pa-sion that now ex- 
presses itself in a propaganda of 
revolution bids us ask why it is that 
the revolutionary principles of Christ 
do not rouse us to passionate propag- 
anda. The hopes aroused by the 
people’s revolution call us to ask why 
the hope, not for the after life only 
but for this life too, which is to be 
found in Christ is not more radiant in 
our lives. The true answer can on'y 


come as we dedicate ourselves afresh 
to Christ. 


ll. Practical Expressions 


in sending out the Call the National 
Christian Council drew attention to 
four directions in which the emp! asis 


might well be placed. These activi- 
ties are thought of simp'y as suggested 
illustrations and it is hoped that some 
work along these lines will be taken 
up by the various churches during the 
year. The committees of-the Council 
are anxious to help in practical sug- 
gestions wherever these are desired. 
At the same time it is recognized that 
in many cases the churches have their 
own programs and methods, and there 
is no thought whatever of laying down 
lines from a central office which would 
be followed all over the country. 
Ronditions vary greatly as between 
church and church, place and place, 
and it is not within the province, nor 
is itthe desire of the National Chriz- 
tian Council to bring about uniformity 
in the activities of Christians in al! 
parts of the country. As far as the 


studies by the Comm ttees of the 


National Christian Council are con- 
cerned, more progress has been made 
in the first heading where it is hoped 
that suggestions may shortly be 
available for those who wish to con- 
centrate on it. 


A. The Devotional Life. Prior to 
the meeting of the National! Christian 
Council some informal conferences 
were held with the object of bringing 
together experience and sugg¢stions 
bearing on the problem of Bible 
reading and personal devotion. Re- 
cent books available to stimulate Bible 
gaudy and prayer and to guide those 
who felt the need of guidance have 
been reviewed and Mr. Z. K. Zia is at 
present at work on a pamphlet which 
will bring in the results of this review 
and contain suggestions for the use of 
pastors and others who are eager to 
ace an advance in private and family 
Bible reading and in the prayer life. 
It is expected that Mr. Zia’s book, 


. Regeneration of the Spiritual Life of the 


Church (4 will 
be published by the Christian Litera- 
ture Society and contain references to 
the literature available. It is difficult 
to make any promise as to when the 
pamphlet will be ready, but we shall 
be glad to receive inquiries and orders 
from those who are interested in the 
matter. The price will not be more 
than ten cents. 


At the same time the Committee on 
the Church in Worship and Religious 
Education is trying to make a study 


of the problem of church worship. 
We are anxious to hear from any who 
are making experiments in this im- 
portant field. Many evidences go to 
show that there is really weakness in 
the life of the church in this point and 
that not sufficient thought and effort 
have been directed to it. These two as- 
pects of the devotional life go hand in 
hand—corporate worship and private 
prayer and Bible reading. In what way 
can the Council help most effectively 
in this field? 


B, The Home. The Committee on 
the Church and the Home has cen- 
tered attention for the year on the 
religious education of children as a 
natural means of the development of 
Christ’s Way of Life in the home. 
They are eager that parents’ clubs be 
started in different cities withthe 
purpose of making a careful study of 
different aspects of this subject and 
would be glad to know of existing 
clubs who would be willing to make 
such a study. It has been suggested 
that a study be made of ways of 
giving religious instruction in connec- 
tion with:— 


1. Family events—such as, birth- 
days, weddings, funerals. 


2. Festival—such as, New Years, 


Spring and Fall Festivals, Dragon 
Boat Festival. 


8. Church Festivals—such as, 
Chri-tmas and Easter. 


4. National Events—euch as, May 
9, and October 10, 


Plans have been started for a small 
conference for leaders in and around 
Shanghai to consider the subject of 
religious education in the home apd 
to make suggestions for ways of 
making the work of this committee 
effective. 


The committee would be very glad 
for the suggestion of books that have 
been found helpful in the religious 
instruction of children. If such books 
are reported to the committee they 


will be glad to suggest them to others. 


C. Christianizing Economic Relation- 
ships. 


This committee is planning to as:ist 
in finding Christ’s way of life in 
industrial and economic relationships 


| 
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by concentrating its attention on 
actual relationships between em- 
ployees and employers, buyers and 
sellers and masters and servants. 
The aim is to get the Christians to 
study these relationships for them- 
selves as fields for actual] Christlike 
endeavor. It is recognized by the 
committee, therefore, that the prob- 
lems studied and the _ solutions 
attempted may vary with different 
sommunities./ In this search for 
Christ’s écofiomic behavior in actual 


situations, western industrial prob- 


lems as now coming into China 
through the importation into China 
of we:tern industrial enterprises and 
methods will continue to receive 
attention. The application of the 
spirit of Christ to those human rela- 
tionships included in domestic in- 
dustries will, however, naturally 
receive a larger amount of attention, 
as these are the actual problems 
which oonfront most of the Christian 
communities. 


The committee is planning to 
rendér assistance along three lines. 
(1) To act, as far as possible, as a 
clearing house for experiments and 
studies along these lines with a view 
~making available to all interested 
such information as either exists or 
may be gathered. (2) To prepare 
special literature dealing with the 
main problems involved and indicat- 
ing lines along which study may be 
carried on by local groups. (8) To 
hold in the near future a national 
conference of a small selected group 
of those directly engaged in the 
attempt to Christianize economic 
relations with a view to articulating 
their opinions and methods and start- 
ing research as to the kind of social 
order the Christian Church should 
In this latter connection the 
attempt will be made to clearly 
outline those Christian principles 
which are essential to the Christianiz- 
ing of the economic life. 


D. Committee on Evangelism. 
Feeling the urgency of evangelism 


_in China during this period of struggle 


between the mechanistic and the 
spiritual interpretations of life, this 
committee began its effort by sending 
out plans for the New Year’s Week 
of Evangelism. A special bulletin 


was published in Chinese. Its con- 
tents were as follows: (a) Message; 
(b) (c) Preparation [ (i) 
Devotional Life and Evangelism (ii) 
Home and Evangelism. (iii) Applied 
Christianity and Evangelism (iv) 
Personal Witneas;| (d) What is 
Evangelism? (e) Experiences in 
Personal Evangelism by two ex- 
perienced-workers; (f) Bibliography 
of appropriate tracts and pamphlets 
for Evangelism. 


The only method we are promoting 
is personal evangelism, witnessing 
to the Christ of one’s own experience 
before one’s fellowmen. The Com- 
mittee wish very much to receive 
reports of the work of the Week 
of Evangelism so that information 
may be given to the Christian con- 
stituency. 


EVANGELISM IN 1927 


Together with this issue of the 
Bulletin we are enlosing a poster* for 
use in Evangelistic work in 1927, 
especially for the Week of Chinese 
New Year where it arrives in time. 
Its title is “Christ and New China’’. 
The idea portrayed is that in following 
Jesus’ way of life we represent the 
forces of light, truth, love, sacrifice, 
incorruptibility, courage, cooperation, 
humanity, righteousness, liberty and 
equality which are waging constant 
War against.the dark cohorts of super- 
stition, class enmity, lazineas, licentious- 
ness, ignorance, greed, exploitation, 
and cruelty for the hastening of the 
New China which will be the Kingdom 
of God on Earth. This is ou: message 
and program: Be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of His might. Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to stand against principalities, 
powers, the rulers of the darkness 


*Since this letter was written the sug- 
gestion has been made that the ter 
might be misunderstood as anti-foreign by 
illiterate persons who could not the 
inscriptions. This idea is, of course, not to 
be found in the poster itself, and it seems 
very unlikely that it would be so inter- 
preted. Nevertheless to avoid any 
sibility of its misuse in these difficult days, 
it has been decided to withdraw it from 
circulation in the meantime. 


Ed. 


of this world, spiritual wickedness in 
high places.’’ Eph. vi. 10-12. 


The policy of Evangelism for 1927 
is centered round the emphasis as 
outlined by the “‘Call.’”’ In the sug- 
gestions for the Week of Evangelism 
in the Chinese Bulletin No. 67, atten- 
tion was called to the fact that 
spiritual preparation must be made 
through Bible reading and prayer. 
Bearing witness for Jesus is telling 
others as to our experience in the 
application of the Way of Life in our 


family and wider relationships. We. 


must also make clear to those who 
wish to study and follow. Jesus that 
their purpose should be not simply to 
become a member of the Church, but 
to know Christ themselves and to catch 
His vision and spirit as to the King- 
dom and be ready to pay the price 
| a applying it to various phases of 
ife. 


We hone that those who are direotly 
engaged in Evangelistic work will use 
such means as retreats to ensure that 
not only will bus'ness arrangements for 
the evangelistic meetings be carefully 
made, but that the workers may be 
fully prepared in spirit as well. The 
central message of such meetings in 
the city or in the country should be 
Jesus, and the one and only method, 
that of personal work. We should 
lead the inquirers immediately to 
Jesus and help them to understand 
the implications of following Him. 


Let us as educators plan opportunity 
to help the Christian students who 
may have more leisure hours during 
winter vacations to cooperate with the 
local churches so they will be more 
inspired to preach of Christ than 
others are to preach mechanistic 
theories of life. 


As those who are leaders in medical 
work let us find opportunity for a 
season of retreat for the nurses and 
other workers in which they may all 
come so c!ose to Jesus that they may 
make the most of the wonderful 
opportunities which are theirs when 
patients who perhaps never have any 
other contact with Christian people. 
come under their care through eick- 
ness. May they so live the Christ-life 
that these sick ones may truly see the 
Christ of Galilee going about doing 
good among them. 
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Let us, as workers in such organiza- 
tions as the Y. M. and Y. W. coming 
in contact with various classes— 
students, business men, soldiers, la- 
borers, etc., engage in special work 
among them, or in helping the Chris- 
tian forces in the city to face the task 
as a whole. 


We pray that we may ‘become 
more abundantly bold to speak the 
‘Word of God without fear’’ and so 
find our lives enriched as we share 
our experiences with others in Jesus. 
Furthermore this work of bearing 
witness is not a work of one particular 
season. This Week of Evangelism is 
simply the beginning of the year’s 
work—when in season and out of 
season, wherever Christians are, the 
Way of Jesus will be known and 
Christ be lifted that a!] will be drawn 
to Him. 


Faithfully yours, 
C, Y, CuEne, 
General Secretary N.C. C. 
Rev. R. J. McMutien, 
Chairman of Evangelistic Committee. 
K. T. Cnuna, 
Secretary of Evangelistic Committee. 


CONFERENCE ON EVANGELISM 


A conference on Evangelism was 
called by the N. C. C. on Dec. 15 
to meet in Shanghai. It was attended 
by representatives from twelve cities 
in Chekiang and Kiangsu, with 
thirty-one delegates, including Ang- 


lican, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Congregational and Baptist com- 
munions. 


Dr. R. J. McMullen, the Chairman 
of the Committee on Evangelism of 
the National Christian Council, ex- 
tended a word.of welc»me and stated 
that the principal work of the 
National Christian Council was to 
develop the spirit of evangelism at 
all times. “‘The best defence is 
attack’’—therefore the Church, in 
facing this growing Anti-Christian 
Movement and the seeming victory 
of the mechanistic philosophy, should 
preach fearlessly. 


Rev. Z. T. Kaung, Chairman of 


the Shanghai Pastor’s Association, . 


then led the devotional period. He 
gave a vital message on how the 
Chinese Christians should carry out 
the commission of evangelism given 
by our Lord, to visualize the task 
before them, and to meet the need 
for the village as wel! as of the city 
in preaching the Gospel of hope, love, 
light and, life. We are not seeking 
new methods today. What we lack 
is power. In order. that every lay- 
man will become His witness, 
whether in act or in words, spiritual 
strength must be obtained tiirough 
Bible study and prayer, and Jesus’ 
principles of the Kingdom must be 
applied in the family and in all de- 
partments of life. 


After reports were given on their 
recent experiences in evangelism by 
the representatives from Nanking, 
Chinkiang, Tanyang, Wusih, Soo- 
chow, Quinsan, Sungkiang. Shang- 
hai, Kiangwan, Woosung, Hangchow 
and Ningpo, Rev. K. T. Chung 
summed up the morning's discussion 
as follows: 


In the past we put more emphasis 
on materal arrangement than on 
personal preparation. When evange- 
listic meetings were held no effort 
was made to enlist or train the laity 
for personal work. The impression 
one gained from the message was 
that the main objective was to call 
people to join the Church, and the 
call to follow Jesus’ way of lifé and 
its implications was not clear to the 
inquirers. 


The afiefnoon session was presided 
over by Rev. Hzsia Tse-shi. The Con- 
ference reviewed the policy and p'/an 
of the coming Week of Evangelism, 
its preparation, hoiding, and conser- 
vation work as suggested by the 
Committee on Evangelism of the 
National Christian Council. 
main idea was to prepare the 
Christian congregations one month 
before the actual holding of the 
Week of Evangelism, and -at least 
one month was to be given over to 
work among inquirers for the con- 
servation of the results of that week. 


It was brought out by Rev. Yui 
Tse-taah that we had to revaluate our 
work. Are we after statistical growth 


The. 


which may be of special interest to 
the foreign missions, or are we faith- 
fully working for the adding into the 
fellowship of those like-minded men 
who will apply the principles of 
Jesus? 


Dr. Chen Wei-ping mentioned that 
the Nanking Christians were pre- 
pared to preach the Gospel at any 
cost. If the Chinese churches were 
going to suffer a period of persecu- 
tion they ought to be ready to 
dissociate themselves from extrality 
and take Christ’s way of non-resis- 
tance. If articulate preaching was 
impossible then they would have to 
preach by their conduct. 


The meeting was closed by a 
message from Rev. H. C. Tung, 
Pastor of St. Peter's Church. He 
said that we must count the cost of 
the implication of following Christ, 
and in our efforte in evangelism we 
must make clear the meaning of 
being a Christian. The Christ war 
of life begine in the heart and is 
expressed through our personal, 
family, social, national and interna- 
tional life. 


. 
= Bile ... 


THE CHURCH IN CHINA AND 
THE PRESENT SITUATION. 


The last few months have seen 
far-reaching changes in the political 
situation. These changes are raising 
fresh and bewildering problems for 
the Christian Church. This is neither 
the place nor the time for attempting 
to lay out any general policy for the 
Chinese Church. If sucha policy is 
to be adopted it must be that of the 
Church itself, worked out by its own 
leaders through prayer and conference 
and so fashioned as to be true to 
easential Christian principles and 
suitable to the present need. What 
can be done here is to indicate, in 
the light of recent events and dis- 
cussions, some of the problems’ which 
seem especially to call for serious 
thinking today, and some considera- 
tions which may affect our thinking: 
in regard to them. 


1. The Rela:i - of Church and 
State. This .-«-long problem : 
assumes a very acute form in China 


| 


we. 


6 : THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


today. Certain Christians in the 
Nationalist Government say that the 
Church. has to choose between life 
and death, the former being to throw 
in its lot entirely with the Kuoming- 
tang, the latter to stand aside. This 
point of view is being urged upon the 
Church with great insistence. On 
the other hand many hold that the 
Church as an organization can have 
no Official relation to a political or- 
ganization even though there should 
be the fullest sympathy with its 
aims. The problem is further com- 
plicated by the fact that the Church 
in China is living under different 
governments which are actually at 
war with one another. Action by 
the Church in one section might 
easily create serious difficulties for 
the Church in another section of 
the country. 


In our thinking on this subject it 
is necessary to distinguish between 
the action of the Church in its 
organized life and the action of in- 
dividuals. What may be right for 
the individual may be wrong or 
inadvisable for the Church. It will 
probably be agreed that whatever 
position the Church itself should take 

these questions, the individual! 
ould be left free to act according 
to the dictates of his own conscience. 
Beneath the questions indicated above 
lie two fundamental! problems: 


(a) What is the method by which 
the Church as an organization and 
individual Christians should seek to 
apply the principles of Christ to 


practieal affairs? Are the methods 


of the Church essentially different 
from those of any political group, and 
when, if ever, is association for part- 
icular ends possible? If grave moral 
issues arise in pubtic life, how should 
the Church express the truth in 
regard to them? 


(b) How far are the aims and 
methods of the People’s Revolution 
the same as or different from those of 
the Church? There are some who 
assume that ‘there is general agree- 
‘ment between the Christian principles 
and those stated as underlying the 
People’s Revolution. There are others 
who feel that the differences are very 
important. This problem needs to 
be carefully anal zed quite apart 
‘from the question as to whether the 


Church should express itself as an 
organization. People are apt to be 
swept away by their prejudices 
without thinking into all that is 
involyed. In trying to reach a true 
understanding it is important to 
compare principles with principles 
and action with action, rather than 
to judge the action of one group by 
the principles of another. In making 
this comparison we may do well 
to use the opportunity of asking 
how far apparent differences may be 
due to discrepancies between action 
and ideals in either case. 


2. The Church and the ‘Unequal 
Treaties’’. Many Christian and 
Mis-ion groups have already expressed 


themselves on this question, but it 


may be doubted whether those ex- 
pressions of opinion are as widely 
known outside Christian circles as 
would be desirable. For some 
reason there is a fairly general 
feeling that the convictions of the 
Church on this question are not 
strong or have not been clearly ex- 
pressed. If Christians hold that there 
are international injustices which find 
expression in the treaties, ought they 
not to take more vigorous action 
towards the removal of these? If on 
the other hand, the attempt to remove 
one injustice involves the creation of 
another, ought not the Church to be 
prepared to suggest means whereby 
the end oould be achieved without 
involving such results? Some maintain 
that there has been a tendency grave- 
ly to exaggerate the injustice in the 
treaties. Ought it not to be possible 
within the Christian Church to reach 
agreement as to where the injustice 
lies even if we cannot find agreement 
as to the methods suitable for dealing 
with it? May it be that our judgment 
in regard to this matter is warped by 
unwillingness to face facts which are 
unpopular with the group in which 
we are or which are contrary to our 
own theories, or which if faced 
honestly might jeopardize our posses- 
sions or our standing? 


3. What is Involved in Religious 
Liberty? Proposals for the registration 
of schools have brought to light many 
practical problems which have been 
eagerly discussed. Underlying these 
is the fundamental question, “ What 
do we mean by religious liberty?” 


It is possible to think of it primarily 
from the point of view of the group 
and to argue that any particular group 
should have the right to maintain 
what schools it likes and to teach 
whatever subjects it wishes to teach to 
the children belonging to that group. 
On the other hand, it is possible to 
look at it from the point of view of 
the individual and to maintain that 
the individual should have the right 
to refuse any form of teaching to 
which he may object. Some feel 
that religious liberty is jeopardiz- 
ed by measures which others feel to 
be necessary in order to maintain 
religious liberty. Is one part of our 
difficulty that we are not agreed as to 
the age at which a child is competent 
to make his own choice? There must 
be a period in the early life of the 
child during which choices must be 
made by his parents for him. When 
does this period come to an end, and 
does it end at the same age in relation 
to all aspects of the child’s life and 
education? What is the extent of the 
rights of a parent over the child during 
the period when the choices must be 
made by the parent for the child? 


Again the question of religious 
liberty has to be thought out in rela- 
tion to the ‘state, and it is necessary 
to come to some understanding as to 
what limits there are to the promulga- 
tion of views which are subversive of 
principles on which the state is based. 
Also what limits are there in the 
amount of pressure which it is 
legitimate to bring to bear upon those 
who profess a faith different from 
one’s own faith? Only as we reach 
agreements on some of these questions 
can we hope to move forward together 
as a Christian group in dealing with 
the specific problems raised through 
the application of the principle of 
religious liberty in different fields. 


4. The Church and the Present 
Social Order. One of the charges 
brought against the Church is that it 
supports the present economic system. 
It is snid that while it seeks to relieve 
suffering and to improve conditions it 
only seeks to do so within a system 
which it has not the desire to see 
destroyed or supplanted by anything 
else. Those who take this view hold 
that the principles of Christ do, asa 
matter of fact, imply a social order 30 
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* different from the present one as to be 
capable of achievement only if the 
present be utterly swept away and 
that amelioration of the lot of persons 
in this order isa betrayal of Christ 
because it simply serves to bolster up 
that which denies Him. The present 
Nationalist Mavement, in so far as it 
is out to revolutionize the present 
system, throws down some such 
challenge to the Church. What are 
we to say? Is it true that we have 
acquiesced where we should have been 
out to destroy? What exactly does 
the Kingdom of God mean in terms 
of the life of today? Is it solely an 
inward estate preparatory to a blissful 
hereafter? By what means do we 
helieve that the Kingdom of God is to 
be established in human life—through 
the coming of Christ in person, 
through the slow processes of evolu- 
tion, On OCcasion through violent or 
even revolutionary changes? How far 
are those Ww ho eriticize the Church for 
its inaction in regard to social ques- 
tione making a demand upon the 
Church which is a fair one? Ought 
we to be thinking out what Christian 
ideals mean in society today, or on 
the other hand, is it wiser to leave the 
detailed working out to economists 
and politicians for fear the Church 
should be committed to a particular 
economic solution on which it is not 
really competent to form a judgment? 
On there, as on the other questions, is 
it not clear that the Church in China 
must do her own thinking? So far as 
the missionary body has a duty, is it 
not that of helping towards clear 
thinking rather than putting forward 
specific answers as necessarily right 
or final ones? 


5. The Church and Direct Attacks 
upon It. In some parts of China this 
question has now assumed an import- 
ance which dwarfs all others. How 
are these attacks to be met? Prominent 
Chinese Christians have been singled 
out for scorn and public insult. Not 
a few have been hounded out of 
their homes and are in exile or in 
hiding. Churches have been closed 
or placarded with opprobrious leaflets. 
Christians are threatened and _ill- 
treated, and in many cases are left 
leaderless because of the singling 
out of the pastors for spécial 
attack. What about the position of 
the missionary? The missionary is 


in some cases faced with a request on 
the part of Chinese that he should 
withdraw for a while in view of the 
fact that the Church is assailed 
mainly because of its foreign con- 
nections. In other cases he is urged 
to stay becauee the Chinese leaders 
have been compelled to withdraw and 
the rauk and file have no one else to 
whom to turn. In some cares it may 
be diflicult to discover the mind 
of Chinese leaders. No general 
principles can be laid down, fave that 
constant prayer and watchfulness is 
needed that the right course may be 
taken. 


Where a concentrated attack is 
being made upon the Church, in 
what way should it be met? Is it in 
the. interests of truth to answer 
nothing and wait till the storm blows 
over, trusting that consistent ( hristian 
lives and patience under suffering will 
bear their rich fruitage in days to 
come? Or should a far greater effort 
be mace to answer direct falaehood end 
to take the initiative by an active 
presentation of Christian truth even in 
the face of persecution? What would 
an Teaiah or a Jeremiah be eaying in 
China today? How would Christ, if 
He were in one of these persecuted 
groups, be meeting the situation? 
These are some of the questions we 
may well be asking ourgelves. 


6. What is our Central 
Message in this Situation? Each of 
these problems carries us back to this 
lastone. TheChaurch in China cannot 
meet the problems of today by think- 
ing simply in terms of adjustment to 
new ideas and movements. We need 
to get to bed-rock thinking. In many 
places Christians are persistently 
asking themselves, What is ‘od’s 
greatest word to China today? What 
is the eternal reality to which we have 
to witness when all things around us 
shift and change? Can we get back 
to something bigger than we have 
ever yet seen in God and in His 
Christ as we press through the stress 
and perplexity of these days’ A 
Church that finds God freshly in this 
strange experience will be a Church 
that meets all that comes with courage 
and hope and can give even if need be 
through much pain and by the way of 
the cross, the word of life for which 
the people long. 


When Jacob set out upon a strange 
adventure, leaving behind him all that 
was familiar, he had the vision of the 
ladder whereby heaven and earth 
were connected, and he cried out, 
‘Surely God is in this place and I 
knew it not.’ Here are we, stepping 
out into the unknown, bewildered, in 
some cases isvlated, _perhaps not 
a little afraid. It will indeed be a 
great thing for us if our eyes are 
opened to see such a sight as Jacob 
saw, to know with the prophet's 
eervant that those that be for us are 
more than those that be against us. 
Right here in thie new perplexing 
situation is none other than God 
Himself. If that fact becomes for us 
in these days the vreatest of all facts 
we need have no fear. If the Chureh 
in China comes face to face with this 
fact, there need be no question as to 
what this difficult time will yield to her 
inthe end. Purved we may have to be 
of many weakneeses and gins: lessened 
our numbers may be as some whose 
love has grown cold drop off; we may 
have to see how God speaks in many 
ways and through movements and 
persons where we should not have 
thought of looking for Him; we may 
have to make readjustments we had 
never dreamed of. 
and confidence shall be our strength; 
we may know the spirit of Truth who 
will guide us into all truth; we may 
hear the voice which says, “ This 
is the way--walk ye in it;’’ we may, 
in the heat of a new and difficult ex- 
perience be compelled to eay, “Surely 
God is in this place, though I knew 
it not.” 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY 
COUNCIL 


Enlarged Meeting in Jerusalem 


It has now become general know- 
ledge in missionary circles that the 
International Missionary Coungoil is 
planning to hold an enlarged meeting 
in Jerusalem during the latter part of 
March, 1928. ‘This meeting will 
virtually be a meeting of the Council, 
not a conference similar to the one 
held at Edinburgh 
the Council is calling to its assistance 
in facing the rapidly developing situa- 
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tion in the non-Christian world lead- 
ing representatives of the churches in 
various countries where missionary 
work has been done. China has been 
allotted twenty seats at the Council 
meeting and the National Christian 
Council has been asked to appoint 
the delegates. In doing so the Council 
is consulting the secretaries of mis- 
sions and churches, the bishops in 
China, and other representative people 
and is hoping that the delegation go- 
ing from China will be as fully repre- 
sentative as is possible within the 
numbers allotted. The rule laid down 
by the Council is that the delegation 
from any country must contain at 


least two-thirds nationale of that 
country. 


The National Christian Council has 
further been asked to make sugges- 
tions in regard to the topics to be 
discussed and the general outline of 
the program for the meeting. It has 
prepared and submitted to the 
International Missionary Council a 
memorandum which containge the re- 
commendations below. Other sug- 
gestions sent in by our readers to the 
office of the National Christian Council 
will be carefully considered and we 
hope very much that there will bea 
considerable amount of really worth 
while thinking in China prior to the 
conference. It is expected that small 
groups will meet in different parts of 
the country to talk over the main 
questions to be submitted to the 
Jerusalem meeting so that those who 
go shall be able not only to represent 
themselves or the group with which 
they are in more immediate relation- 
ship, but shall have some opportunity 


of discovering the views of a wider 
circle. 


It may well be thought by some 
that thé holding of a meeting like 
this, involving so much expenditure 
of time and thought and money, is of 
doubtful value. On the other hand it 
is clear that the rapid changes which 
have taken place since the Edin- 
burgh Conference of 1910 have created 
what is in many ways a new situation 
in the world for the presentation of 
the Christian Gospel and it would 
seem as if some attempt to face up to 
this situation agd bring the very best 
experience and thought of Christians 
from different lands to bear upon it 


\ 


is not only opportune but even over- 
due. The conference will not, there- 
fore, be a demonstration; it will be a 
working conference into which various 
streams of thought will flow—out of 
which we may believe will come a 
fresh challenge to the Christian 
Church to take hold with courage 
and hope of the tremendous task of 
making Christ supreme in al] human 
relationships and in the hearts of 
men the world over. 


While the conference will be in . 


no sense a demonstration, the results 
of its thinking will be made known 
and cannot fail to have a deep in- 
fluence on the missionary movement 
in all parts of the world. We face 
the conference therefore with real 
hope and we believe, as it has not 
been undertaken lightly or without 
much prayerful thought, it will prove 
to be a means whereby the Spirit 
may speak to the churches in our day. 


Recommendations 


I. It is suggested that the first 
few days of the meeting should be 
devoted to an interchange of thought 


and experience, both with the object 


of laying the foundations of fact and 
thought needed for dealing with the 
various topics suggested and with the 
object of bringing the whole group to 
a higher epiritual level where they 
we { together get a fresh vision of 


The following are suggested as the 


topics for that preliminary considera- 
tion: 


1. In the light of the life of to- 


day, what does it mean to be a 
Christian? 


2. How may Christians best as- 
sociate themselves in the effort to 
live the Christian life? 


8. Whatis the Church’s essential 
service in human society to-day? 


It is believed that some brief re- 


porting from each of the main areas 
in regard to the present position and 
problems of the Church’s life should 
be, included in this preliminary period 
of the conference so that the external 
facts in the situation faced by the 
Christian Church in all parts of the 
world should be brought freshly to 
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the minds of all present. At the 
game time there should be adequate 
opportunity for various brief presen- 
tations of the actual experience of 
God in Christ on the part of persons 
from different ecclesiastical and racial 
groups. Few things seem to be more 
needed at the present time than the 
working out of a statement of what it 
means to be a Christian in the light 
of the advance made in the civiliza- 
tion of the world and the fresh 
problems arising in various national 
and other groups. | 


Further, it is felt that we need a 
new philosophy for the Church’s 
work in the world, in which the 
experience of both East and West 
shall be duly taken into account. 


It is felt by the Executive Com- 
mittee that three days spent in this 
way at the beginning of the meeting 
will make for a more fruitful hand- 
ling of all the topics suggested and 
for the development of that sense of 
oneness and mutual understanding 
that seems to be essential for the 
largest results to be achieved. 


Il. The Executive Committee has 
not felt able to suggest any fresh 
topic for major consideration, but 
accepte the four which have been 
suggested. It wishes to lay emphasis 
in a general way on certain points 
in regard to the handling of these 
topics. 


1. The importance of eo stat- 
ing both the topic itelf and the 
subsidiary questions under each topic 
as to avoid the ruts of thought into 
which it is so easy for those who 
have been discussing similar problems 
to get. The Committee is not satisfied 
that the present wording fully meets 
this condition. 


2. The importance of so limiting 
the discussion under each main head- 
ing as to get right down as speedily 
as possible to the particular points 
where the pressure is most felt at the 
present time. 


3. The necessity of avoiding on 
the one hand mere generalizations 
which have but little bite, and on the 
other hand becoming involved in so 
much detail as to confuse the issue, 
more particularly in view of the very 
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‘great differences between the different 


areas under consideration. 


4. The value of handling each 
subject from a world point Of view 
and not simply from the point of 
view of the lands in which missionary 
work is being undertaken. 


5. The great advantage which 
would accrue to all concerned if the 
persons selected from the sending 
countries outside the membership of 
the Council should be mainly chosen 
as great Christians who, in the work 
they are doing or through their 
thinking and writing, are making 
creative and constructive contributions 
to the development of Christianity in 
the world. It is felt that a too limited 
or definitely ‘‘missionary’’ outlook 
may not be the most ultimately fruit- 
ful one, while at the same time it is 
recognized that the specific problems 
as they are felt today in the non- 


christian countries should be quite- 


definitely faced. 


6. The value of giving some part of 
the meeting to more detailed group 
discussion where by dividing the 
whole conference into smaller groups 
a larger expression of opinion anda 
more intimate handling of topics is 
possible. 


III. The following topics and sub- 
topios are suggested. 


The Committee is taking steps to 
get in further suggestions and does not 
regard this part of ite work as final, 
but submits it in the meantime asa 
contribution to the working out of the 
details of the program. — 


1, On the Indigenous Church. 


a. What do we mean by the term 
Indigenous Church? 


b. What light has the history of 
Christianity in the West to throw 


upon the development of indigenous — 


churches? 


c. What are the special problems 
in regard to the development of 
indigenous churches at present faced 
by the countries in which missionary 
work is being carried on? 


d. What can be done cooperative- 
ly to hasten the full- realization 
of our ideais for the indigenous 
church? 
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e. What steps can be taken to 
promote the enrichment of our com- 
mon Christian life throughout the 
world by the interchange of thought 
and experience between the chur- 
ches of different lands? 


2. On the Purpose and Scope of the 
Missionary Enterprise. 


a. What altered conditions call 
for a change in the missionary’s 
function? 


b. What type of missionary is 
called for in the present circums- 
tances? 


co. What should be the relation 
of the sending church and mission 


and missionary to the Indigenous 
Church? 


d. What elements should be 
stressed in making the missionary 
appeal to-day? 


8. On the Presentation of the Christian 
Message. 


a. What are the obstac!es which 
are most felt at the present time in 
the way of a presentation of the 
Christian message? 


b. What ie the right Christian 
approach to those who are adherents 
of another religion or have no 
religion at all? 


c. What are the distinctive con- 
tributions which Christianity has 
to make to the religious life of 
peoples of other faiths? 


4. On Christian Religious Education 


a. What should the chief objec- 
tives in Christian Religious Eduoation 
be? 


b. How can these objectivés be 
most fully and‘vapidly attained? 


c. What cooperation from the 
West is needed in their attainment? 


IV. The Executive Committee 
further considered the problem of 
the carry-over from such a meeting as 
the one to be held in Jerusalem into 
the actual work being carried out 
through the mission boards, missions 
and churches. 


It was suggested that this carry- 
over might bs greatiy helped if 
arrangements were made whereby 


some of the Oriental delegates were 
able to give a few months following 
the meeting not so much to public 
work as to meeting various boards 
and committees and bringing to them 
freshly the convictions which they 


have gained through the studies lead- 
ing to and the work of the Jerusalem 
meeting. It was suggested that par- 
ticular problems might in certain 
cases be selected and discussed in 
detail by the committees or boards 
with the help of such delegates. 


It was further felt that the right 
kind of publicity given tothe meeting 
and the bringing of ite main con- 
clusions to bear fipon the Christian 
mind and conscience in all countries 
will be of immense importance in 
regard to the carrying over of these 
ideas into the actual policy of 
churches and missions. The Com- 
mittee fully recognizes at the same 
time that the International Mis- 
sionary Council being an official body 
will be in a position to see to the 
carrying out of decisions reached at 
the Jerusalem meeting more effective- 
ly than could be the case with a 
conference such as that held in 
Edinburgh in 1910. 


The Executive Committee hopes-- 
that it will not be necessary to spend 
much time upon the problem of the 
revision of the constitution of the 
Council itself, a point specially in- 
dicated in the statement agreed to at 
the Rattvik meeting. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The Committee on Christianizing 
International Relations is trying to 
stimulate thought throughout the 
country on the Christian attitude to 
these complicated problems. Several 
committees connected with the central 
one in Shanghai are being organized 
in different centers and a memoran- 
dum has been drawn up which is 
printed below. This memorandum 
has been drafted with the object of 
stimulating thought and it is hoped 
that other groups besides those de- 
finitely organized may get together 
to discuss this memorandum or to 
discuss the actual problems as they 
are being felt in the particular district. . 
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As such groups feel that they have 
gained definite light on their situation 
through such discussion it will be very 
helpful to the central committee to 
receive such findings and we shall be 
very giad to bring them into the fur- 
ther discussions of the committee in 
the hope that a real advance may be 
made towards a clear conviction on 
the pa:t of the Christian Church in 
China as to what the way of Christ 
means in regard to international 
relations. 


Memorandum on International 
Relations 


1. Can the Christian Faith be applied 
to our international! relationships, 
and is it worth our while to spend 
time in thinking out how io apply it? 


This seems to be the first question 
to settie, for there are some who hold 
that Christianity concerns our indivi- 
dusl life alone. Obviously Christ 
pointed out that we should not only 
love God but also our neichbour. 
But who 1s our neighbour? Have we 
neighbours in other nations whom it 
is particularly hard to love, or what 
is the reason for emphasising in a 
especial way this aspect of being a 
Kven granted there is a 
reason for some people to do so, we 
should be clear whether we ourselves 
are called upon to concentrate on more 
personal aspects of the Christian life 
or whether as individuals and groups 
we are in such close touch with indi- 
viduals and groups of other nations 
that if this relationship is not chris- 
tianised (so to speak) it will remain 
pagan, and obstruct and corrupt the 
Kingdom of God. 


2. When we speak of the application 
- of Christian principles, what do we 
mean by “‘a Christian principle’? 


Different people mean different 
things by the same phrase, and we 
cannot get on until we come to some 
agreement about what sort of princi- 
ples we should expect to discover and 
apply. For instance, there are some 
who regard Christianity as a teaching 
or set of doctrines and who expect to 
be able to find in what Christ said or 
in what the Bible says, some explicit 
instructions how to behave, or at least 
some goiden rules of conduct. Is this 
what we mean by a principle? 


Others again read certain incidents 
in the life of Christ and make deduc- 
tions from them. They say he never 
used force or that he had nothing to 
do with politics and so deduce a 
general principle that Christians will 
never use force and never have any- 
thing to do with politics. Is it this 
kind of principle we are looking 
for to guide us in international 
relations? 


There are etill others who try to 
find in Christ the mind of God jn His 
purposes for mankind. They arrive 
at certain values and truths which 
they erect into principles that guide 
us in thought and action. To quote 
a few phrases that illustrate such 
values and truths: “the valne of 
every human personality in the eyes 
of God,” ‘‘the Fatherhood of God” 


and “‘the brotherhood of man,” the 

‘‘solidarity of the human race,’’ 

under heaven one family Some- 


times these fundame: tal values and 
truths of the Kingdom of God are 
defined more Bp cifically, as by the 
Stockholm and Copee Conferences, 
which refer to ‘international coopera- 
tion rather than the maintenance of 
restige or selfish interests,” to 
‘trusteeship”’ in relation to backward 
peoples, and to “respect for minori- 
ties.” These are illustrations of great 
Christian principles. Lastly there 
are some who believe that to meet 
the changed and changing conditions 
of to-day none of the social philoso- 
phies of the past are in the least 
adequate. ‘There is no absolute 
Christian ethic but only the mastery 
of given, and continually changing 
situations as they arise, to be achieved 
by “the inner propulsion of the 
Christian idea’. (See Oldham 
“Christianity and the Race Problem’’ 
pp. 215-6) That is to say, we take 
the New Testament and distill, as it 
were, the Christian Spirit, which is 
adequate to any situation. This 
power to live and choose and act 
arises out of direct intimacy with God 
in Christ, and this belief in the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in us and guiding 
through all the changing scenes of 
life has been a vital part of the 
experience of all Christian men. 
Here the Christian principle is a kind 
of Christian expediency. ‘“‘Love God 
and do as you like’. It was the 
burning fire of love that prompted 


every thought and act of men like St. 
Paul and St. Francis of Assisi, and 
John Werley. Have we here an 
adequate Christian principle, or must — 
it be combined with some of the 

foregoing interpretations? 


S$. When we are considering the Chris- 
tian individual, what part can he 
play in international relationships, 
and uhat help can we give one 
another when involved in difficult 


situations? 


On the general question of whata 
Christian Can do, . Oldham in 
““Chrittianity and the Race Problem’’, 
Chapter 15, has some thought fal 
suggestions. He emphasizes first the 
need for the conversion of our own 
mind.«, s0 that all our contacts are 
shot through with courtesy, friend- 
ship, and the justice of God; secondly, 
the importance of knowledge and 
thought, which should sterilize pre- 
judice; thirdly, the cooperation of 
groups in counsel and action; fourthly, 
the formation of right public opinion 
through educational institutions and 
the press; and fifthly, the conversion 
of other people’s minds by making 
known what the Christian Gospel 
really is. There is ample material 
here for a new vision of service to the 
Kingdom of God to which groups 
might give serious thought. 


A further question that is becoming 
increasingly urgent among us to-day 
coneerns our relations with one 
another in churches and echools and 
communities in China. Let us be 
severely practical and to that end it 
might help us, if we can capture and 
keep the right temper, to take some 
concrete case (whatever the group 
may like to choose) and ask what 
was or is the Christian thing to do. 
Take an international ‘‘incident,’’ a 
school or hospital strike, a question 
of protection and the flag, or govern- 
ment registration. It is anything but 
easy to see the Christian way, for 
there generally seems to be a conflict 
of two or more values each of which 
appears to be Christian. And so we 
Christians disagree. Must we then 
de-christianize one another, or give 
up hope of a solution and fall back 
upon national prejudice? That cannot 
be the will of God. By taking 
counsel together we shall not be able 
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‘to find a rule of thumb guaranteed to 
solve every crisis; but there is no 
-doubt we can help each other to os 
where the problem really lies, to 
define more clearly the Christian 
‘values at stake and estimate them 
more truly. When the crisis comes 
every man must make his own choice 
according to his conscience jin the 
sight of God. But conscience can be 
educated, and discussion will help to 
educate it. Further, discussion may 
elucidate whether being a Christian 
means a rather literal imitation of 
Jesus or veing so possessed by His 
living Spirit here and now with all 
its generous warmth and light that 
‘we shall be really guided by this 
Holy Sprit. And discussion, if it 
oes far enough, will also shed light 
on that ever present problem as to 
how we are to make good in practice 
‘the ideals we profess before the cr'sis 
arises. Bec. use many of us are caught 
with no o}! in our lamps when the 
bridegroom comes—the oil of careful 
thought and spiritual insight and a 
living fellowship with God—we are 
not safe until Christian ideas dominate 
Our conscious and unconscious minds 
and eo habitually govern all our 
“actions. 


-4, When we are considering reprereata- 
tive Christian bodies, what part 
can they play in international 
relationships, and what is their 
relation to eo-called ** Politics’’? 


It would seem necessary to get clear 
again what our terms mean. The 
“‘politics’’ may refer to party 
polities inside any national group, or 
it may refer to the common life of 
men together as a nation, or it may 
vTefer to great international questions 
that press upon us from every 
side. That is, it may cover party 
politics, citizenship and international 
relationships. Few would deny that 
Christians as individuals are concerned 
with these questions, at any rate the 
last two. But what of church courts 
and councilaand missions? Are they 
as such to keep silent or to express 
their corporate mind? That would 
seem to be the first question. 


Secondly, if they are to say any- 
thing in public, what are they to say? 
It is possible to take one of two lines, 
eithér to pronounce upon what seems 
Ao be the rignt and Christian thing 


for governments, churches and 
individuals to do; or to make clear 
by what spirit or temper men can 
live together internationaily and on 
what conditions. Or is it possible to 
combine both? Unfortunately it is 
equally possible for Christian bodies 
to be common-place and platitudinous 
along either line. So that a vital 
point to consider is whether the 
church as such should not just 
repeat what other groups are 
saying, but say what no one else is 
capable of saying unless they too 
have the mind of Christ. May there 
not be some distinctively Chiistian 
word to say, something ‘prophetic’? 
For the true prophet has always been 
the mouthpiece of God’s jadgments, 
and comes forward to ssy, ‘Thus 
saith the Lord.” 


Following this line of thought our 
group might consider what the Lord 
‘8 eayiig to us in this His Day. Ie 
it that if wrongs have been done there 
mutt be two parties to that wrong 
which real humility wouid make us 
confess? Is it that these wrongs are 
waiting to be put right by those who 
will pay the cost and bear the Cross 
with Christ? Is it that to do justice 
demands far more than a quid pro quo, 
some greater human effort, of know- 
ledge, imagination, aympathy and for- 
bearing love, which are distinctively 
Christ’s way of life for men and 
nations? And is it that men need 
more courage to cust such bread wpon 
the waters in faith that it will be 
seen alter many days? It is not for 
any one person to answer lightly, but 
it is here that we must find whether 
or no the Church has a message of 
hope and life and love, or whether 
Christ must find some body other 
than His church through which to 
save the world. 


CONFERENCE ON CONTROL 
OF NARCOTICS 


An informal conference on _ the 
Control of Narcotic Drugs in China 
was held December 9th from two to 
six p.m. at the Missions Building, 23 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, under the 
joint auspices of the National Medical 


— the China Medical As- 


the Council on Health 
Education, the Anti-Narcotic Com- 
mittee of the National Chr‘stian 
Council, and the National Anti-Opium 
Association. The Conference was 
attended by a number of prominent 
medical men and women and some 
othere, including Dr. Wu Lien-teb, 
Dr. J. L. Maxwell, Dr. H. K. Hu, 
Dr. T. K. M. Siao, Rev. K. T. Chung, 
Dr. S. F. Chiang, Dr. Henry Gray, 
Dr. Iva Miller, Dr. M. C. Lawney, 
Dr. V. 8S. Nyi, Mr. George Fitch, Mrs. 
F. J. Raven, Dr. H. W. Tucker, Rev. 
Carl M. S. Ya: g, and many others. 
Dr. Wu Lien-teh was elected chair- 
man, and Dr. Henry Gray and Mr. 
Garfield Huang reco. rding secretaries. 


In his opening remarks, Dr. Wa 
said that the mort urfortunate thing 
since the organization of the Republic 
was that many people of low ideals 
have achieved political ard military 
power. This has resulted in the 
recrudeecence of opium in the past 
eight years. Opium emoking is be- 
coming so popular that in hotels, 
official housee and private homes one 
usually smells the drug emoke. 
Morphine and hervin ere also smug- 
gled into Chirain big quant ties. The 
amount imported into China has 
grown from twenty-five tons in 1923 
to thirty tons in 1925, according to 
Dr. Wu. 


sociation, 


International Action Necessary 


The facts show that this question 
can only be solved through interna- 
tional cooperation, in Dr. Wu’s 
opinion. He continued further: 
‘‘With this in view I read a paper on 
the Public Health Aspects of the 
Narcotic Question before the Far 
Eastern Conference on Tropical 
Medicine la-t year and recommended 
to the delegates that they take definite 
steps to remedy the situation. Un- 
fortunately, the delegates were rather 
‘shy’? about the question as most of 
them were appointed by their re- 
spective governments, several of 
which like Japan, the Straits Settle. 
ments, and Java are interested in the 
revenues derived from narcotics. The 
menace wrought by the increasing 
amount of narcotic drugs imported 
into China can be seen in the great 
number of destitute addicts wi, di 
every winter in Manchuria 6 
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extent of the drug evil in China is so 
far-reaching that we as individuals 
and as a group must try to influence 
our respective governments.’’ 


Morphine Factory in Harbin 


Dr. Wu went on to tell of the die- 
covery of a morphine factory in Harbin 
owned by a Japanese. This revealed 
an alarming fact »s to the seriousness 
of the drug situation in China. The 
factory possessed a set of machinery 
from Germany in good working order, 
and it is difficult to say how long it 
has been in existence. This may be 
the reason, however, why Indian and 
Persian opium have continually found 
their way into China. 


“Frost Over Snow’ 


“The situation is represented 
by the Chinese saying, ‘Frost over 
snow,’ for the Chinese are menaced 
by the foreign imported narootic 
drugs in addition to the opium pro- 
duced locally,’’ said Rev. K. T. 
Chung, General Secretary of the 
National Anti-Opium Association. 
He went on to say that the amount of 
smuggled narcotics seized by the 
Chinese Maritime Customs at Shang- 


——~tai> Tientsin, and Tsingtao during 


1925 amounted to 10,815 ounces, 
besides 7,000 ounces illegally im- 
ported by the Hai Tung Pharmacy. 
If there were added the amount seiz d 
by the police at Peking, Tsinan, and 
Tientsin, nearly 40,000 ounces could 
be accounted for. Of course there 
may have been ten times that much 
safely smuggled in. The nations 
from which the drugs seized were 
imported are in the order of the 
quantity coming from each: Japan, 
Holland, Germany, Belgium and 
France. Besides this there is the im- 
portation of caffeine and strychnine, 
drugs which are aleo u<ed in making 
the eo-called ‘anti-opium pills.”’ 


No Action at Geneva Conference 


“The lack of action to limit the 
production of the opium and other 
narcotic drugs of the world to the 
amount required for medicinal and 
scientific needs,’’ continued Mr. 
Chang, “has lei to an ever-increasing 
quantity of drugs finding their way 
into China in these years. The 


- National Anti-Opium Association is 


working toward the definite limita- 
tion of the manufacture of these drugs 
to the medicinal needs of the world 
in the next Geneva Conference to be 
held in 1929. j 


China’s Medicinal Needs 


After some discussion it was decided 
to drop the question of caffeine and 
strychnine, as they are not narcotics 
but are poizons and are dealt with in 
the pharmacy laws. It was further 


decided that a committee composed of . 


Dr. T. K. M. Siao of the National 
Medical Association and Dr. J. L. 
Maxwell of the China Medical Ageo- 
ciation be appointed to study China’s 
medicinai needs as to narcotic drugs 
and prepare a report for presentation 


to the next international conference 
in 1929. 


Action at Rate Payers Meeting 


Dr. T. K. M. Siao was then called 
upon to speak on “The Control of 
Narcotics in China with a View that 
Definite Steps may be Taken for 
Practical Remedies.’’ He spoke about 
his service in connection with the 
special conimission appointed by the 


Shanghai Municipal Council in 1923 


to study the question of Narcotic 
Control in the International Settle- 
ment. As no step has yet been taken 
by the local authorities, it was decided 
to refer this question to a committee 
consisting of Dr. J. L. Maxwell, Dr. 
T. K. M. Siao, Dr. Henry Gray and 
Mr. George Fitch who will see that 
thie matter is taken up at the next 
Rate Payers’ Meeting. 


Education the Best Remedy 


Dr. Iva Miller, secretary of the 
Council on Health Education, spoke 
on the Narcotic Evil and Public 
Health, and Dr. 8. F. Chiang, profes- 
sor in St. John’s University Medical 
School, spoke on Anti-Narcotic Edu- 
cation. Both of them emphasized the 
vital importance of anti-narcotic e iu- 
cation as the best and mos} effcctive 
means to remedy the drug evil. 


Dr. A. W. Tucker of St. Luke’s 
Hospital, brought out the fact that 
in spite of the most complete set of 
laws prohibiting the use of narcotics, 
and the best administered regulations 
for controlling their illicit use, the 


United States has over a million 
addicts. This shows. that negative 
measures, no matter how drastic, do 
not solve the problem. 


Rev. K. T. Chung reported the 
general plan of anti-narcotic educa- 
tion through the echool textbooks as 
it was decided upon by the National 
Anti-Opium Agsociation. 


Mrs. F. J. Raven of the W. C.§T.. 
U. thought that the social! side of thes 
work ought not to be overlooked. 


Prevention and Amelioration 


Dr. J. L. Maxwell spoke on the 
ameliorative side of the anti-opium 
work. He believes in abruptly break- 
ing off the habit of smoking in the 
curing of opium addicts, while with 
morphine addicts gradual reduction 
is desirable. The psychology of the 
addict should not be overlooked. 


Dr. Hou-ki Hu, Health Commis-. 
sioner of Shanghai and Woosung 
Area, spoke about the importance of 
preventing the younger generation 
from acquiring the drug habit. He 
also outlined the main lines of work 
engaged in by the local Chinese Gov- 
ernment in the suppression of opium. 
and other narcotics. 


WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH 


The Committee on the Church in 
Worship and Religious Education is 
hoping to be able to make some 
contribution to the problem of deepen- 
ing and beaut'fving congregational 
worship in the «cuiceee Churches. 
As a first step it is necessary to dis- 
cover what people are giving special 
thought to this matter, where ex- 
periments of various kinde are being 
made and with what result. By draw- 
ing attention to this matter it is hoped 
that small groups may be formed to 
discuss it, that experiments along 
different lines may be initiated and 
that the results of such thought and 
experience may be sent in to the 
Committee so that they may be made 
available for the Christian community 
as a whole. 


In places where Church services are-. 
felt to meet. the need of the Worship- 
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pers, to have reverenoe, depth, beauty, 
reality, to be adapted to Chinese ideas 
and to bind together all in a living 
fellowship it would be most helpful if 
the methods used and the experiences 
paseed through in reaching this goal 
might be made known and ehared. 
It is therefore hoped that this article 
may call forth response not only from 
those who feel the need of improve- 
ment but also from those who can 


thankfully record achievement along” 


any line. 


In many places however the need is 
certainly felt. In some, little effort 
is being made to meet it. In others 
efforts have been made with partial 
success, or may have led to disap- 
pointment. Will you not share your 
struggles as well as your successes 
with a wider fellowship? We have 
information of two groups that studied 
this matter in a serious way for two 
summers. The headings of these 
studies may prove suggestive to others 

are given below. The results 
will, we hope, be given publicity 
later, either by themselves or along 
with others that may reach us. We 
should greatly value similar reports 
from churches, seminaries, schools or 
- other places where they have been, 
and may in the future be, undertaken. 


Study alone, even where it brings 
together the experience of a varied 
group, isnotenough. No doubt there 
are many places where advance is 
being made in some particular line. 
Information in regard to a few such 
has reached the committee, but 
scarcely enough as yet to make the 
publication of the material of much 
value. Itis suggested that individuals 
who are responsible for the conduct 
of Church or school worship might 
experiment upon one or other of the 
following lines. It may be advisable 
to select one (or two lines) in the first 
place so as to test out the value of any 
method used. Doubtless other lines 
of advance wil! occur to readers who 
are thinking seriously on this matter. 


Possible Lines of Advance 


1. The effort to deepen the spiritual 
life of the congregation so as to lead 
to a truer appreciation of worship and 
a@ richer experience. The value of 
apecial literature, series of addresses, 


increase of Bible Study, special meet- 
ings, ete. 


2. The study and use of Chinese 
material of a devotional character, or 
the adaptation of the same to Christian 
Worship. A study of what true 
worship means to the devout followers 
of other religions and the forms used 
by them and a challenge to the whole 
plan of congregational worship, as 
worked out in the West and made 


over to China, in the light of such a 
research. 


8. The Study of Prayers, recent 
books of prayers written in Chinese or 
in other languages. How may we 
enrich the vocabulary of prayer and 
widen the interests that are brought 
into review in our prayers? Where 
no liturgical form is used experiment 
might be made with well chosen forma. 
Where no extempore prayer is used 
careful experiment in this direction 
might be made. 


4. The Use of Silence, with adequate 
preparation of mind and heart, and 
the use of guided intercession with 
periods of silent prayer on agreed 
lines. Is meditation and adoration 
taking as large a place as it might? 
Is worship dominated as it might be 
by the thought of God as present and 
ready to to each heart? Do we 
learn to ‘think glorious thoughts 
about God,’’ to listen as well as to 
pour out our hearts to Him? How 
may our worship develop this attitude 
of soul? 


5. Hymnsand Music. Is our western 
music as commonly used in Protest- 
ant Churches really the most suitable? 
Can we experiment in the use of 
Chinese tunes, Gregorian or other 
chants, the plain chant (See the 
publications of the Plainsong and 
Mediaeval Music Society, 44 Russell 
Sq. London W.C.)? Is it possible to 
get any members of the congregation 
to compose simple hymns out of their 
own experience? 


6. The Relation of the Home to the 
Church. Can we not do much to enrich 
Church worship by true worship in 
the home? How can a deeper spiritual 
fellowship be promoted in the homes 
and carried from them into the con- 
gregational life? 


7. The possibility of smal! groups 
being formed which might have a 
richer experience of worship in their 
group life and so bring into the con- 
gregation’as a whole a contribution 
which would raise the spiritual 
temperature. There are sure to be 
some souls in any Christian congrega- 
tion who long for and are capable of 
deeper experiences in united worship 
than can be found in the regular 
services. Are these persons receiving 
the help they need? And if they got 
that help would not the atmosphere 


of the whole congregation be altered 


for the better? 


8. The range of ideas used in 
worship. Do we link ourselves in 
worship to the Church univeraal? Js 
there a proper place for God’s revela- 
tion in nature and in history, etc.? 
Do we recognize our kinship with all 
who suffer or are in need? Have 
beauty and truth a place along with 
goodness in our thoughts of worship? 
Is worship related to the problem of 
every day living, the working out of 
the Christ-life in detail? Perhaps 
one of the first steps needed is enrich- 
ment in this field. , 


The above may act as suggestions 


for some and if any advance is being 
made along these or other lines will 


. you not remember that many people 


are feeling out for help and that even 
a little experience is worth much 
theorizing? So do not hesitate to 
share what you have discovered. 


The lines of study for sp« cial groups 
might be similar to those fo!lowed in 
the cases referred to and these are 
dee as a further suggestion for such 
work, 


Lines of Study 


1. The purpose of worship. 


2. How to secure a worshipful 
atmosphere. 


8. Physical equipment. 


4. Order of service. 
5. Prayer. 

6. Place of the Bible. 
7. Music. 


8. A year’s program (for a sch 
especially). 


9. The part of the congregation. 
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MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


The Genera! Secretary returned from 
Central China about the middle of 
November and left again for North 
China on the 15th of December. He 
has attended the Jubilee Conference 
of the Knglish Baptist Mission in 
Shantung, held at Tsingchowfu, 
where he was able to present the 
work of the Council and where his 
presence proved a great help. From 
there he went on to Tsinan and 
addressed meetings connected with 
both the church and the university. 
At the time of writitg no full report 
of theze has arrived, 
Cheng being now in the process of 
paying a visit to Tier tain and Peking. 
It is expected that he will return to 
Shanghai before the end of January, 
possibly visiting one or two centers 
on the way. 


Mr. Lobenstine visited Canton dur- 
ing the first part of November and 
was in attendance wpon the regional 
Kvaluation Conference of the North- 
ern Presbyterian Niesion held there. 
Upon his return from Canton he was 
in attendance also upon the final 
Evaluation Conference hell by the 
mi-sion in Shanghai, November 15th 
He expect: to be 
in Nanking during the second week 
in February in attendance, amongst 
other things, upon the work of the 
Committee on Christianizing Rural 
Life which is centered this year in 
that city. 


Dr. Hodgkin attended the Preachers’ 
Conference of the Northern Baptiste’ 
Convention for the Province of Che- 
kiang in Hangchow early in Decam- 
ber and gave a series of lectures on 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 
He also had two meetings with the 
Hangchow pastors and discussed with 
them some aspe.ts of the “‘Call’’ of 
the Nationa! Christian Council, in 
addition to speaking on Bible Sunday 
at the Hangchow Christian College 
and meeting a group of students 
there. 


Rev. K. T. Chung is making plans 
for a somewhat extensive tour 
in the interasts of the National 
Christian Council and of the National 
Anti-Opium Association, starting to- 


wards the end of January. Present 


-oonditions in China make all plans 


for future travel difficult, but it is 


expected that secretaries will visit 
Central China and the southern ports 
from Shanghai to Canton during the 
next few months. 


Plans made by Miss Haass for 
certain pieces of work were interfered 
with by her suffering from a sharp 
attack of diphtheria and the necessity 
of a somewhat prolonged rest there- 
after on account of some subsequent 
trouble. At the time of writing she 
has still not returned to her full work 
at the office. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Our sister organization, the Na- 
tional Christian Council of India, is 
about to face a change in its leader- 
ship as the Rev. W. Paton who has 
been secretary from the beginning, 
has been called to j>in the staff of the 
International Missionary Council at 
Edinburgh London. Mr. 
Paton, after careful thought and 
consultation with his committee, 
decided to accept this call, and the 
Reverend Nicol Macnico!, who bas 
been for many years a missionary of 
the United Free Church of Scotland, 
has been asked to take his place. 
The Council will certainly feel the 
lore of Mr. Paton whose leadership 
has been marked by development of 
work especially in regard to villace 
education, the anti-opium movement, 
and several other important lines. 
To Dr. Macnicol we extend our warm 
greetings and good wishes in the 
responsible work which he has takeh 
up. 


The Annual Report 


Again this year there have been 
great delays in the printing of the 
Annual Report. We had some hope 
of getting the report out much more 
quickly this year than previously, 
but have been disappointed in the 
work done by the press. It is hoped 
that by the time this Bulletin reaches 
the readers both the English and the 
Chinese Reports will be in hand. 
They will be sent out as quickly as 
possible to the ordinary list of those 
who receive them, but if there are 
others who specially desire copies we 
fhall be glad to know as goon as 


possible. The Report contains, in 
addition to the proceedings of the 
Annual Meeting, the speech by Dr. 
Speer on Christian Cooperation, the 
reports of the various standing com- 
mittees, and the lists of members of 
the Council and its committees. 


The China Christian Yearbook 


A number of readers of the Bulletin 
will have already received their 
copies of the China Christian Year- 
book edited again this year by Dr. 
Rawlinson and published by the 
Christian Literature Society, The 
Yearbook containe a great deal of 
material of the first va'ue for mis- 
sionaries and those interested in 
missionary work in China. Sections 
on the Christian Movement and 
National Affairs, on Religious 
Thought and Activity, on Education 
and Students, and on Literature 
being especially full and instructive. 
A great deal of time and thought is 
put into the preparation of this book 
and it is hoped that readers of the 
Bulletin will secure copies for them- 
selves and try and help forward the 
circulation of the book among those 
interested in missions who should be 
more fully informed of what is 
happeningin Chinatoday. The price 
of the book is $2.50. 


Action Following the N.C. C. Call 


We are glad to note that various 
groups are trying to follow up the 
Call issued by the National Christian 
Council at its last Annual Meeting. 
We hear of individuals who have been 
asked to give special attention to 
particular aspects of the Call, of 
addresses given at conferences ex- 
pounding its meaning, and of various 
other activities. The following is the 
translation of action taken recently 


by the Baptist Convention in Che- 
kiang. 


“Every Church is requested to give 
attention to the following suggestions 
by the special committee for the 

progress and cultivation of spiritual] 
life in the Christian Churches: 


‘1. To reconsider the value of the 
various branches of work which have 
been emphasized in the District 
Annual Meeting of the Baptist Con- 
vention. 
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“2. To organize and discipline all 
Christian meetings so as to make 
them effective in leading more people 
to Christ and various other construc- 
tive work of the Church. 


To promote systematic Bible 
Reading. 


*‘4. To encourage the Church in 
her preaching of the Gospel by circu- 
lating printed articles to the non- 
Christians and by laying emphasis on 
individual propagation. 


To lay emphasis on the culti- 
vation of spiritual life in all discus- 
sions at district annual meetings. 


“6. To lay emphasis on Decision 


Meetings. 

(1) To invite spiritukl leaders to 
lecture. 

(2) To join with local churches in 


order to lessen expenses. 


To ask the Executive Committee 
of the Convention. to give a 
portion of the Fund for Special 
Propagation to cover the ex- 
penses of such meetings.”’ 


(3) 


tte Lenching Sumeier Institute 


Peking—July 5—August—2, 1927 


The. tehoo! of Religion of Yenching 
University, now established on its 
new campus near the Summer Palace, 
West of Peking, is arranging an 
institute for church workers. The 
courses will be given in Chinese and 
are planned to include: Bible, Re- 
ligious Education, Church Problems, 
Personal Spiritual life, Agriculture, 
and Rural Educational and Social 
Work. The institute will last from 
July 5th to August 2nd, and will be 
divided into two periods of a fort- 
night each, participants being free to 
take either or both of these fortnightly 
periods. Instruction, room, light and 
service will be provided free by the 
school. Board will be charged at 
cost, and there will be a small regis- 
tration fee. There will be no academic 
requirement for admission, but each 
applicant should present a letter of 
recommendation from a Church 
authority or a responsible Christian 
individual. <A detailed announce- 
ment will be sent to all who apply 
to, Acting Dean, J. F. Li, School 
of Religion, Yenching University, 
Peking West. 7 


Self-eupport 


First Meeting of Java Christians 


We are glad to receive a letter from 
Mr. Oon Teck Chew of Batavia, 
Java, informing us of the first united 
gathering of the Chinese Christians 
in that locality, November 25—23. 
The aims of that gathering were: 


1, Christian fellowship. 


2. Evangelization of their fellow- 
brethren in that locality. 


and vself-goverment 
of Chinese churches there. 

4. Finding ways of cooperating with 
the Christian churches in their 
homeland. 


During the meeting there were 
speeches and discussion on the pro- 
gress and organization of Chinese 
Christian churches. 


Since the National Christian Council 


~is organized to help not only the 


Chinese Christians in China but also 
in other lands, we wish very much to 
receive communications regarding the 
Chinese Christian movement abroad. 
If interested friends will send us a 
list of names of Chinese leaders, a 
free Bulletin, either in English or 
Chinese, will be sent to them so ag to 
enable them to get in touch with the 
movements here in China. 


Communalism and Indian 
Christians 


As bearing on the problem which 
is being faced by Christians in China 
today of the relation of the Christian 
Church to the Nationalist Movement 
on the one hand and to the treaties 
with the foreign Powers on the other, 
we are interested in noting the 
following editorial in the National 
Christian Council Review published 
in India. 


*“ We cannot as Christians lay claim 
to any privileges to which we are not 
entitled as Indians; as Christians and 
as followers of the One who came 
“not to be ministered unto but to 
minister’ our only claim should be 


one of serving our country in the spirit 
of our Master.’’ 


Whatever judgment the Chinese 
Church may come to in regard to 
these vexed questions, this same 
spirit must surely be that which 
moves Us in reaching decisions on 
these knotty questions. 


(ce) 


woo 


World Alliance and Education 


The special Commission on Educa- 
tion appointed by the World Alliance 
for Promoting International] Friend- 
ship through the Churches has been 
giving preliminary consideration to 
the task brought before it. It is 
looking into the education, especially 
in history and other cognate subjects, 


in the schools in various countries , 


and has defined its task 
following terms: 


‘"1. To consider the best method 
of obtaining the following results: 


(a) A uniform method of dealing 
with obvious manifestations of 
nationalistic propaganda in 
text-books. 


The elimination from text-books 
of all statements about other 
nations that have been proved 
to be false. 


The avoidance of a double 
standard of moral judgment 
between one people and another, 
e.g., the people concerned being 
regarded as civilized, the other 
nations as barbarous or half- 
barbarous; disregazsd. of the 
cultural achievements of other 
nations. 


The avoidance of general state- 


ments of an offensive nature to 
other nations. 


“2. To secure the cooperation of 
associations of teachers, particularly 
of teachers of history and writers of 
text-books. 


"8. To encourage the study of 
the history of other countries from a 
sympathetic point of view, especially 
in regard to political development 
and its cultural and religious aspects. 


‘‘4. To consider the best means of 
preventing the teaching of history 
being used unfairly for purposes of 
propaganda. 


**5, To encourage the publication 
of the results of investigations in 
reviews or special publications used 
for professional publicity by organiza- 
tions for historical research.”’ 

The Committee of the National 
Christian Council which deals with 
the problem of international relations 
acts as the China Council for the 


in the 


(b) 


(d) 


World Alliance and is considering ~ 


how best it may help fotward the 
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work of this Commission in China. 
A year or two ago some of the text- 
books in use in China were reviewed 
by the Committee and it was felt 
that they were as free as could be 
expected from the type of propaganda 
which has too often been associated 
with the teaching of history; but as 
the nationalist sentiment develops 
sometimes in rather extreme ways, 
it 18 necessary to continue to be 
watchful in regard to this matter. If 
there are any readers who come across 
text-booke which are in use in China 
that might be improved in this matter 
we should be glad to have information 
about them and consider whether 
representations could be made to the 
publishers or any other steps taken. 
We should also like to draw attention 
to the importance of inculcating a 
ly sympathetic point of view 
towards other nations in the teaching 
in the echools and to the necessity of 
laying a foundation of facts and 
creating a sense of reverence for the 
truth in connection with matters 
which so often are dealt with slong 
the lines of passion and prejudice. 


The Timothy Richard Prize 


for the Timothy 


Richard Kssay Contest last year was 
‘The Evolution and Tendency of 
Christianity in China.” Fifty-five 
essays were submitted by people in 
many different parts of China. The 
judges were Dr. R. Y. Lo, chairman: 
Mr. Y. K. Woo, Prof. Sanford Chen, 
and Rev. T. C. Wu. The awards 
were as follows: 


First Prize—$‘20 to Hsu Heuen-tsu, 
a student of Shanghai Collegew 

Second Prize—$80 to Hsu Sung 
Shih, a member of the Cantonese 
Baptist Church, Shanghai. 

Third Prize—$50 to Miss Sze Yun 
Ing, a student of Ginling College, 
Nanking. 


Fourth Prize—$30 to Mr. Wan Shu 
Sen, a member of the Chinese 
Christian Church, Peking. 


Fifth Prize—$20 to Mr. Wan Shu 
Yung, a student of Yenching Univer- 
sity, Peking. 

. Contents of the Chinese Bylletin 

Number 67. \ 


1. The Star of Bethlehem-Dr. C, Y. 
Cheng. 


2. ‘Topics for Intercession. 


3. Dr. Speer’s Speeches on Christian 
Cooperation and the Place of the 
Church in the Life of the Nation. 
(An account of the organization 
and work of the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America.) 


4. In Memory of Miss Fan. 


5. The Second Annual Meeting of 
the N. A. O. A. 


6. Thanksgiving in the Presbyterian 
Church at T’ohsien. 


7. List of Contributors to the N C.C. 


The special Bulletin on the Week 
of Evangelism’ was included as a 
supplement to this number. 


Number 68. 


1. Negsage to Christians. 


(a) The Church and the Present 
Situation. 


(b) New Year Evangeliem. 
(c) Christianity and Life. 


2. Prize Kesay—Timothy Richard 
Fund. 


“The Evolution and Tendency of 
Christianity in China.’’ 
3. verusalem Neeting. 


4. The Evangelistic Conference of the 
Church Federations of Kiangsu 
and Chekiang. 


5. The Work of the Committees. 


6. The. First United Gathering of 
Chinese Christians in Java. 


7. Movements of Secretaries. 
8. The Anti-Opium Movement. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


Was there ever a time in China 
when all that we see going on around 
us called more loudly to prayer? Into 
whatever field we look the same need 
is apparent. We need to pray that 
the new hopes stirring in many hearts 
today for a purer and better China, 
united and free, may be realized—and 
realized in a deeper way than many, 
may be, are thinking of. 


We need to pray that those in whose 
hands are the conduct of public affairs 


may be made strong to do right what- 
ever the consequences, that counsels 
of peace may prevail where now there 
is conflict or the danger of conflict, 
that righteousness may be seen clearly 
as the one thing which truly exaltsa 
nation whether it be China in her own 
life or all the nations in their dealings 
with China. 


We need to remember the leaders of 
the Chinese Church, facing a position 
of great perplexity, fraught with 
incalculable possibilities of good and 
ill. Some of these problems are 
indicated in the article in this issue 
of the Bulletin. Many arise in our 
minds as we enter into sympathetic 
fellowship with those who are in 
places of responsibility. 


We cannot fail to think of those 
who are suffering shameful per- 
secution, Christian leaders exposed 
to scorn, paraded or even dragged 
through the streets, congregations 
scattered, teachers driven from their 
schools, missionaries watching what 
seems like the collapse of their life’s 


work. In thesedays let us pray that 


patience, faithfulness, wiedom, love 
may be given to our brethren and 
sisters and that in the midst of all 
trials Christ may speak through the 
lives of His followers to the hearts of 
those who attack them and would 
crucify Him afresh. 


Let us pray that out of all the 
turmoil and struggle, through this 
winnowing process, the Church may 
be made purer and stronger and be 
able to give a clearer message to 
China. We need to pray that her 
message be not confused through 
compromise and any wrong adjust- 
ment to passing conditions while at 
the same time there may be found 
means of expressing the unity of the 
Church with all that is fine and true 
in present movements. 


The details of the situation may 
have changed greatly before these 
words are read, but none will doubt 
that we are being called in a very 
forcible way through the experiences 


of hope and fear, of quiet endeavor 


and of acute suffering and anxiety to 
bear one another’s burdens as fellow- 
members in the body of Christ. 
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